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Outdoor Elan The exterior of the house features a soft brown brick,
a carved limestone surround at the entry door, and an unusual striated
slate roof. The renovated family wing is on the left. See Resources.
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Surrounded By Nature The
rear facade (tor) overlooks

a picturesque landscape
and lawn; additions include
a classical pergola off the
dining room for alfresco
entertaining. The walls of the
entry hall (opposiTE PAGE) and
main staircase are lined with
a custom woodland mural
conceived by interior designer
Miles Redd and created

by lksel Decorative Arts.
The leopard carpet is from
Patterson Flynn Martin.

See Resources.

EXCERPT FROM CLASSIC
GREENWICH HOUSES (THE
MONACELLI PRESS, 2020) BY
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OLD HOUSES

are amoung the most challenging projects, but we often find working within
such hustorical context to be most fulfilling. Our clients, a couple with two
young children, purchased a 1920s English-Georgian-Colonial hybrid in cen-
tral Greenwich. Giving the house a classic English country house vibe—with
all the heavy trappings that go along with that style—could have been an casy
and expected route. Yet, their youthful verve has been integrated mro every
facet of the home. Bold decorative flourishes and grand gestures, such as the
brilliant color palette, the sweeping mural in the gallery and starrwell, and the
incorporation of global influences, keep this otherwise formal home far from
being stodgy or sedate. It 1s timeless 1n the sense that its myriad influences
allow 1t to defy time and place. Preserving the charm of historic elements
while sensitively updating the plans and integrating modern amenities 1s
challenging, but not being able to pinpoint where history left off and where
our firm picks up 15 a feat unto icself, and one that we are especially proud of.
Some historic houses benefit from the juxtaposition of a contemporary wing,
but most of our clients are looking for a studied integration of traditional
fearures. In many cases, the nuances of such gestures are of the urmost impor-
tance, yet their subtle integration appears as if we were never there.

The footprint of this home was expansive but decidedly charming and
intimate—and as rambling as the neighborhood's narrow, winding streets.
The house 1tself, which 1s a weekend and summer retrea, 1s on a parcel that
was part of a Rockefeller homestead 1n the early twentieth century. Sensitive
development over the years ensures that the neighborhood retains a quiet
woodland feeling,
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When we began, there were some deferred maintenance projects to attend
to—a leaky slate roof in one crevassed arca (the structure has no shortage
of angles, deep pitches, and stylistic ﬂourishcs), led us on an expedition to
match the original slate tiles, which were unique in striation and size.

Beyond a number of subtle gestures, 1t was in the substantial reconfigura-
tion of arcas like the highly trafficked family wing (originally a jumble of
dark rooms in a garage with low concrete ccihngs) and the addition of a
new and lovingly used pergola that we were able to exercise our most gener-
ous gestures for melding old and new. The designer sclected a wallpaper fea-
turing Arabesque arches, which adds another level of architectural interest.

The entry area and formal rooms with their classical elements and gener-
ous scale required a much more restrained intervention. Some of the trim
was subtly supplemented, lighting added, and damaged areas repaired as a
backdrop for the bold interior finishes that followed.

In the sunroom we removed heavy pilasters on the walls to showcase the
graceful arched ceiling. Completely rebuilding an existing bar area in the
space—fashioning it with a thick Calacarta marble top and an unlacquered
brass sink and fixtures—gives the space a feeling that's more appropriate to
both 1ts original intent and bridges that past with a cleaner aesthetic and
contemporary entertaining needs of our young clients. A striped ceiling
gives the impression of sicting under glorious tented space and blurs the line
between indoors and the gardens just beyond.

Sophisticated Style The sunroom (LerT) adjacent to the formal living room
was transformed into a tented oasis; the sofa and chairs are reupholstered in
a Sanderson floral. The pedimented opening (tor) leads to the living room and
sunroom gallery. See Resources.
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With the addition of new French doors in the family room (to match an
existing set), and an expansive bay window in the breakfast area to rake in
the garden views and the property’s winding driveway, previously dark, mnte-
rior focused spaces now connect with the garden setting of the property.

The new classical pergola replaces a heavy, dark-green-and-white striped
canopy awning and galvanized metal poles. Concealed LED lighting, which
creates a constellation-like pattern at night, hangs from old tumbers that
have been milled into long-span rafters and spaced to allow for maximum
daylight 1n the dining room. Once again, 1t’s the combination of marrying
past and present—and forward thinking that harkens to a bygone era—that
makes this house a home where old and new go hand in hand with style
and confidence. #

Well Connected A new bay window (orrPosITE PAGE) connects the breakfast room
to the landscape. A former garage and breakfast room were completely gutted,
reconstructed, and trimmed to create a family room (tor) that complements the
style of the original house; custom artwork is by Tim Kent through Slag Gallery;
the custom Turkish sectional sofa by Luther Quintana is upholstered in Old World
Weavers silk with Samuel & Sons fringe. A wide arched opening (RIGHT) connects
the space to the kitchen and frames the view into it. See Resources.
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